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Australian agricultural 
climate change strategy
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Net negative economic impact
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Water limited yield 
potential of wheat 
declined by 27% 
between 1990-

2015

45 species of fish 
have shifted south 
due to rising ocean 
temperatures since 

1800s

Beef production in 
QLD and the NT 
could decline by 
19% by 2030 and 

33% by 2050

Up to 70% of wine-
growing regions 

could be unsuitable 
for grapes by 2050

Cotton yields could 
decrease 17% by 2050

Agriculture GVP
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Protect Natural Capital
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If not, then what?

 Agricultural production will fall

 Farm profits will decline

 Food insecurity will rise

 Rural health will be adversely impacted

 Barriers to adaptation will remain

 Energy transition will be impeded

 Investment will lag behind need

 Sectoral trust will decrease
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Proposed pillars of a national strategy for climate 
change and agriculture
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• Risk minimisation = guiding principle

• Methods to mitigate risks:
• Strong RD&E, 
• transition to clean energy & 
• capturing & storing carbon

• Focus on potential opportunities = 
value proposition
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Interrelationship of policy pillars
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Recommendations:
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• A systemic view of climate change 
impacts across society informs 
policy on climate change and 
agriculture

• Subsequent studies should 
investigate triple-bottom line 
approach

• A national strategy on climate 
change and Australian agriculture 
be urgently adopted
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State of play: global & local context
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